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ITHACA COLLEGE CONCERT BAND 
Mark Fonder, conductor 
"It's Only Natural" 
After a Gentle Rain (1981) 
The Dark Green Glistens with Old Reflections 
Sparkling Air Bursts with Dancing Sunlight 
Sea and Sky and Golden Hill (1985) 
INTERMISSION 
Butterflies and Bees (1999) 
Anthony Iannaccone 
(b. 1943) 
David Bedford 
(b. 1937) 
Thomas C. Duffy 
(b. 1955) 
On Hearing the First Cuckoo in Spring (1912) Frederick Delius 
Vesuvius (1999) 
(1862-1934) 
transcribed by Cecil Effinger 
Ford Hall 
Wednesday, February 27, 2002 
8:15 p.m. 
Frank Ticheli 
(b. 1958) 
PROGRAM NOTES 
Artists, composers, choreographers and playwrights have symbolized 
many aspects of nature in their work over the centuries. Tonight's 
concert explores wind music that drew its inspiration from the natural 
world in all its moods from peaceful to downright explosive. Grab your 
granola and enjoy! 
After a Gentle Rain is a work in two contrasting movements. The first 
movement begins with a gently rippling, arpeggiated figure that 
contains the main harmonic and melodic idea of the entire piece: two 
superimposed major triads. The play rn words in the first movement's 
title suggests images of light reflecting off moist green foliage in turn 
evoking reflections "off" old memories in a quiet meditative context. 
The second movement, extroverted and dance-like in nature, gallops 
with the joy and freshness that seems to fill the air after a gentle rain. 
The cleansed air sparkles with a sense of rebirth and the celebration of 
life. 
The title of the David Bedford composition comes from a poem by 
Kenneth Patchen the imagery of which glows as a seascape painted by 
the English painter J.M.W. Turner. More an impression than a direct 
reference to the scenery, this work uses a generative approach to its 
themes and the interesting shimmer of tuned wineglasses to portray 
these aspects of nature's splendor. 
Butterflies and Bees is a tone-poem based rn the characteristic 
differences between the two insects. Butterflies are floating, colorful, 
and delicate while bees are industrious, swarming and sometimes 
stinging. Based rn these differences, the piece opens with the gentle 
sounds of a country sunrise. A butterfly appears, then two, then many. 
The cloud of butterflies passes and all that is left is the shimmer of 
their many-colored wings. Later in the piece, inside the hive, the 
worker bees are doing their duties, the drones are milling about waiting 
for the queen in a congregation of wings and stingers. The listeners are 
invited to decide which insects are represented elsewhere in the tone-
poem. Duffy's composition is a colorful tour-de-force reflecting nature's 
range. 
Frederick Delius was a Leipzig Conservatory-educated English 
composer who was a major influence rn composers as varied as Percy 
Grainger and Duke Ellington. His music often reflects aspects of 
Debussy and French Impressionism in that it favors parallelism and 
refined colors. According to musicologist Joseph Machlis, "Delius's 
music evokes the English landscape and its seasons: the vernal 
freshness of spring, the short-lived rapture of summer, the sadness of 
autumn. His is a gentle lyricism compounded of dreams, a passionate 
paean to the transience of all earthly things." 
Representing nature's fury comes Vesuvius, the volcano that destroyed 
Pompeii in A.D. 79. With its driving rhythms, exotic modes and 
quotations from the Dies Irae of the medieval Requiem Mass, Ticheli 
states that it became evident that the wild and passionate dance, the 
Bacchanalia he was writing, represented the relationship between 
nature and man in the final days of the doomed city. 
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